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Consulate Gene al of the Rep.brc of Poland
1530 . Lake Shore Drive
Ch-caqo, It 60610

To whom it may concern

Robert Er"c Schuurrnan, SS# has been admitted to Northeaste
Illinois,UniversUy s. UniversityW·thoul Wa s (UWW) Program for the Fall, '995
semeste . The UWW prog am is an lndividua lzed degree program eading to a
baccalaureate degree. The program allows for curricular indivld anty

chronoioqical lantude and some geogr~p'hica flexibility.

Mr. Schuurman has regi'stered as a full- ime student for the: Fal, 19195

(September-December) semester. He w'U be residing in Po and from tate
summer of 1995 until: late s mmer of 19!97.i while a student on the UWW

program. He w' be required to be physlcally present in 'the US to oonve e .is
Gr~duation Review Board near the end of his partic~pation in the UWW
program.

E ~c Wi be pursuing his studies in computer '_echnology and the arts working

towards a bachelor of the arts deg.ree through a program comparable to a
major in Polish Arts and Communications. He has designed a course of
independent s udy that wiU allow "m to study Po~wsh cuJ ure in Poland w-"1e
maintaio"nQ contact wi h M . Darren Moore. his academic advisor in Chicago
through the lnternet account of Galaxy Grou!p,Ud (sgalaxy@ikp.atm.com.pl) in
Gdansk Poland.
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Application for University Without Walls program

Eric Schuurman



APPLICATION CONTENTS

A. Name ·
Address
Social Secunty Number !

Telephone Numbers-Hdme and WorK
Sex. Age. Date of Birth
Have you ever been admitted to Northeastern?
If yes, give date.
Are you currently enrolled at Northeastern?
From which institutions have you requested
transcripts?

8. Write a brief autobiographical statement.

C. Explain your need for entering the UWW's
competency-based program .

D. Prior Learning in Depth

Identify and define your DEPTH area. What is
the title of your proposed DEPTH area? What
learning experiences and activities have you
had in this area? What competencies (knowl­
edge and skills) have you acquired as a result
of participatin~ in these experiences? Con­
sider all learning experiences such as formal
college courses. on-the-job training, indepen­
dent study. community involvements. :eaching
and/or speaxmq experiences, and any other
situations oi a similar nature as an important
part of your overall education .

c. Prior Learning in Breadth and EHective
Communication

Identify and define subjects and ideas other
than your depth area in which you have ac­
quired knowledge and/or skills. Also. explain
what competencies you acquired as a result of
your exper iences in the BREADTH area.

_ • • • • _. --_•••••• :::1 , •• --,... .....

BREADTH refers to those academic discip­
lines contained within the traditional "liberal
arts" or "general education" requirements.
They include: the natural sciences and
mathematics, the behavioral and social sci­
ences, the humanities, the fine arts, and inter­
disciplinary/professional studies. (See the sec­
tion PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS for addi­
tional information.)

Your ability to communicate effectively will be
demonstrated by the use of proper English
writing and speaking skills .

Consider all the areas in which you have ac­
quired knowledqe and skills.

F. Proposed Learning in Depth, Breadth, and
the Ability to Communicate

What new knowledge and skitls do you want to
acquire as a result of your participation in the
UWW program? Identify your learning goals in
the program areas (depth, breadth, and effec­
tive communication). What learning experi­
ences ano activities will you utilize in order to
meet your goal3? Be thorough in planning your
proposed program and explain each point
clearly.

G. Human Resources

Identify individuals on- or off-campus who will
work With you in developing and monitoring
your program. Write a brief statement describ­
ing their qualifications as resource persons.
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-Section A­
Personal Information

Robert Eric Schuurman

1939 W. Thomas
Chicago, IL

60622

Social Security #

Home Telephone # (312) 486-9146
Work # (312) 663-1600 x440

Sex: Male
Age: 35

Birthdate: December 2, 1959

I have never been admitted to Northeastern University.

I am not currently enrolled at Northeastern University.

I have requested transcripts from Columbia College in Chicago.



-Section B-
Brief Autobiographical Statement

I was born III the Chicago area on December 2, 1959. I spent my first

three years in Cicero, the next nine in Western Springs, and the
following seven in Barrington, where I graduated from high school in
1978. I had begun playing guitar and keyboards around the age of
fourteen.

After high school graduation, I chose to not continue my formal
education, opting rather to perform and create music in various band
and studio situations. My day jobs allowed me to invest in tape decks
and music equipment, which I taught myself to operate reading
technical manuals. By the early eighties, the digital age in music
technology had arrived. I was learning MIDI, sampling, and music
software as fast as I could get my hands on the gear. It was exciting
being right on top of it as it was happening. It was my involvement
with music and studio technology that introduced me to computers.

By the mid-eighties, I was producing music for numerous artists,
many of them foreigners living in Chicago. Around this time. I
became friends with Polish musician Stan Borys. Stan is an important
person for me. He was my introduction to the Polish arts. Stan is a
significant figure in Polish music. He was one of the top rock and
rollers in Poland in the sixties and seventies. I began writing and
recording music with him in 1984. Later, in June of 1991, I
accompanied Stan when he returned to Poland for the first time since
he left in the seventies, performing in the Opole Music FestivaL It
was at this time that I met Arthur Winiarski of Galaxy Group, who
was Stan's tour organizer.

Through the late-eighties I worked on recordings that were being
released on independent labels and receiving airplay on
college/alternative radio stations across the US and in Europe. In
1988, one of the record labels I recorded for gave me an Amiga

wnn rrrn srr- ~nll li;.T11111n rpC'nnnlnov r n ar lnTrnllllC'Pll mp Tn r.nmnllrPTli;.



-Section B·
Brief Autobiographical Statement

(continued)

computer. In addition to music, the Amiga was designed for graphics,
animation, and video. I began freelancing as an animator, working
around Chicago doing medical, scientific, and industrial animations
for a number of video directors and post-production houses. When
Chicago's cable access studio was established around 1988, I took the
courses they offered to become certified to produce music and
entertainment programming. The Chicago Access Corporation video
courses, my involvement with computer graphics and animation,
and my music background through the eighties laid the foundation
for my Columbia College studies.

In September of 1993 I enrolled at Columbia College to study
computer multi-media. At Columbia, I had access to virtually every
major computer platform and my knowledge broadened
exponentially. Through Columbia, I was introduced to and became
educated about the Internet. Columbia College's Academic Computing
department has become my home. It is a fantastic resource. It is
where I stay abreast of the current state of the art, as well as
developments on the horizon. I plan on maintaining an ongoing
relationship with Columbia as a student, instructor, or both.

In May of 1994 Arthur Winiarski of Galaxy Group in Gdansk, Poland
informed me that "Love Dangerously", a song I'd written and
arranged for BB Bugaloo, a soul singer, had been selected in a
competition to determine th-e participants of the Sopot Music Festival.
I had sent Arthur BBts tape the previous fall, which he forwarded to
the festival agency, BB and I were going to be flown in August of
1994 to perform in Poland's major music event, the Sopot Music
Festival. Fifteen performers from across the globe would each
perform one song, with awards being decided by both a jury panel
and the audience. We wound up winning the Audience Award.
Winners in this event, the Grand Prix song competition,

~xnon~nT1:;t I IV I rrrruro n l.Olllmnl}L I w a s lnrrOClllCP-Cl ro artri n~e:imf':



-Section B-
Brief Autobiographical Statement

(continued)

performed also on Poland's music awards broadcast. the Sopot Gala
event. BB and I performed on Polish national television two nights in
a row in front of a live audience of thousands, and a television
audience of millions. We also did additional television and radio
appearances, a press conference, newspaper and magazine
interviews.

From this event, opportunities have developed for me to work at a
high level in the Polish music industry. Galaxy Group has offered to
relocate me and represent me in Poland. I am very interested in
pursuing these opportunities, but not at the expense of my degree or
relationship with Academic Computing at Columbia. I am currently
examining ways in which to complete the requirements towards my

degree while simultaneously working in Poland's music industry.



-Section C-
Why I need to be in the UWW program.

University Without Walls was recommended to me by Steven
Russell-Thomas, the Associate Academic Dean at Columbia College. I
had expressed an interest in continuing my education by means of
the Internet, while pursuing music opportunities in Poland. Dean
Russell-Thomas suggested I look into UWW as a way of designing a
program that would permit me to study and work in Poland, using
my Polish contacts, as well as faculty members of Columbia College
and Northeastern University as resources and advisors.

UWW would permit me geographical flexibility. Though I will have
relocated to Poland, I will remain anchored here in Chicago. I expect
to be in Poland for one year, maybe a year and a half. The Internet
will be my Iink to Academic Computing at Columbia as well as
Northeastern for my duration in Poland.

UWW would permit me to design a unique program of study that
would strengthen me in the areas of general academics. It would also
allow me to build upon my existing skills and experience,
maintaining the momentum that has already been generated.

UWW would allow me to immerse myself in a culture I have come to
admire, in a time of historical significance and change. Poland has
embraced me as an artist with the Sopot Festival award. I am
intrigued by the possibility of learning further about and
participating in the Polish arts .

The method in which I have acquired my skills has not been
conventional, for the most part. Though I have just recently resumed
my formal education, my informal education has been valid and has
led me through a process that has illuminated strengths and
weaknesses. UWW acknowledges the validity of life-experience. It
encourages further development of specific, existing skills while
strengthening and rounding the student in general academic
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-Section c-
Why I need to be in the UWW program.

(continued)

disciplines. My education process up until this point has definitely
been non-traditional. UWW will enable me to demonstrate in the
form of a bachelor of the arts degree, that I have specific developed
skills as well as a solid general academic foundation.



-Section D-
Prior Learning In Depth

My Depth area has been in creating or documenting music and art

using electronic technology. An appropriate title would be
Technology and the Arts.

There have been a number of important experiences and activities in
my life that have contributed to my Depth area knowledge and skills.
The four principal categories would be: Song Writing and Music
Arrangement, Studio Engineering, Music Production, and Computer
Multi-Media.

Song Writing and Music Arrangement

I started playing guitar and piano and writing songs around age
fourteen. I took some lessons, but for the most part, my music skills
were self-taught. I was always more interested in creating new
music rather than playing popular hit songs. In December of 1979 I
had my first multi-track studio experience. This was the first
opportunity that I had experimenting with music arrangements and

studio production techniques. Shortly after that I began purchasing
recording equipment. Owning my own multi-track tape deck allowed
me to experiment endlessly without being under time constraints. It
also enabled me to take on paying jobs, as well as to collaborate with
bands and artists whom I found interesting, if not profitable.

In 1981 my songs began receiving airplay on college/alternative
radio. By this point it was clear to me that the studio process (with
the end result of releases and airplay) interested me more than live
performance. In 1984 I began a long collaborative relationship with
Polish artist Stan Borys, writing and recording material with him. In
1985 I met BB Bugaloo while doing studio work with Africa Seven,
the band he sang in. In 1986 a project I'd done with Chicago band

w cr c ~Cll-litUl,!.lll. ~ w ax ar w a v s IllUlv 111Lvlv~lCU 111 l,;lvl:1l11ll,!. ucw



-Section D-
Prior Learning in Depth

(continued)

Permabuzz won Northwestern University's William Award. Also in
1986, an EP by my band, Strange Romance won Illinois Entertainer's

Best of the Local Scene award for that year . In 1987 Risque Records
released the album "Charms" by Strange Romance. "Charms" was in
regular rotation at WXRT through the spring of 1988, and received
airplay on about 140 stations nationally. Also in 1988, I wrote and
recorded an instrumental piece, "Airplane Dreams", which was part
of the music track to the film "Heaven Blue". In 1991 Nicque Records
released work I'd collaborated on with Stan Borys. In 1992 I began
working on BB Bugaloo's solo project. I wrote the words and music to
the song "Love Dangerously" at this time.

These are some experiences that have given me song writing and
music arrangement skills. They have provided me valuable insights
into the creative process that is at the core of my Depth area,
Technology and the Arts. ·

Studio Engineering

My first studio experience was at age nineteen recording original
material at an eight-track studio, Opus Recording, in Gurnee, Illinois.

The technology was crude by today's standards. I was initially
intimidated, but very intrigued by the infinite palette of creative
options the equipment opened to me.

. ..
Shortly after that, I began purchasing my own studio gear. First, I
bought a multi-track deck and a mixing board, then signal processors
and effects. Soon MIDI arrived with sequencers, synthesizers, drum
boxes, and samplers. I began using a Commodore 64 computer for

1nTO Tnp: ("TP:~t1VP nTO('p(:(: Tn~r 1(: ~r Tnp. ('OTP: or 1'l"lV I Jpontn l'ITpo.~



-Sectlon D-
Prior Learning In Depth

(continued)

synthesizer patch archiving and music sequencing. That was my first
experience using a computer.

Since 1979 I have worked in various studios around Chicago like
Chicago Trax, ACME, and Idful. I watched as the gap in quality
between the pro studios and the home studios narrowed
dramatically through the '80's. Revolutionary changes in digital
technology were making high-quality audio equipment affordable.
Private studios were rapidly catching up to the technological
standards of the big commercial studios, at a fraction of the cost.
Musicians were able to own their own professional-grade recording
equipment. In addition to working in commercial studios, I've
recorded in private studios of many musicians.

I've taken a number of courses at Columbia College that have
reinforced fundamentals as well as given me experience on state-of­
the-art technology: Basic Sound Practices, Sound Engineering, Digital
Workstation, and Random Access Audio.

The recording work I've done and the classes I've taken have given
me studio engineering skills. Perhaps the most important aspect of
this is that it has made me computer-literate.

Music Production

Different recording situations require different definitions of what a
music producer's job is. Sometimes music production means doing
music arrangements. Sometimes music production means studio
engineering. My general definition is this: music production is the
process of analyzing the needs of a given studio situation, then
providing whatever services are called for to make the session a



-Section D-
Prior Learning in Depth

(continued)

success. Each project is unique. I approach each one differently. It is

my job to facilitate the artist's creative process.

I've worked with blues musician Tom Waicunas. Tom writes his own
material. sings, plays the harmonica and guitar. Tom is prolific and
experienced. He is a strict band-leader and has very clear, well­
defined ideas about music arrangements. My role as his producer is
essentially that of studio engineer, documenting his and his group's
performance. I have a good relationship with him because he knows
that as his producer, I have no interest in shaping his sound. I only
want to help him get what's in his head onto tape.

With BB Bugaloo, I had an active involvement in the direction of the
project from the outset. In BB's case, a plan of attack was presented
to him at the beginning. I had become aware of BB's unmistakable
soul influences. My proposal was to write material for him that was
in the vein of American southern soul music. I would provide an
ensemble that was similar to those on the Stax-Volt soul label of the
early '60's . BB agreed to the .plan enthusiastically. On his project, I
wrote the material, did the arrangements, and played guitar on the
tracks. I also sent a tape to Poland.

In another situation, my involvement with Stan Borys on a project of
his was to smooth out his literal English translation of a poem he had
written in Polish. I then wrote and arranged musical backing for it.
Musicians were brought in to record the new song. I also contributed
guitar and piano tracks. I handled all the studio engineering chores. I
completed the copyright forms, as well .

I have developed various technical and creative skills doing music
production. More significant however, are the analytical and people
skills that I take from these experiences .



-Section D-
Prior Learning in Depth

(continued)

Computer Multi-media

In 1988 I began working on an Amiga 2000 computer, freelancing as
an animator doing medical, scientific, and industrial animations on
video productions. The computer was capable of incorporating audio,
graphics, animation, and text and superimposing them over video or
outputting onto video. It was a very innovative system in its time. It
was the first platform I had been exposed to that had a graphic user
interface and a mouse.

In September of 1993 I enrolled at Columbia College in Chicago to
study computer multi-media. The phrase "computer multi-media"
probably has been over-used. I would define it as meaning the
combining of images, sound, video/animation, text, data, and
programming using computer hardware and software, and capable of
being output in a high resolution or format. The courses I've taken so
far include: Computer Graphics and Video I and II, 3D Modeling and
Animation, 2D Imaging for Macintosh, 2D Imaging for Targa, Digital
WorksJtion, Random Access Audio, Desktop Multi-media, CD ROM
Workshop, Global Electronic Communication, Experimental Imaging,
Video Compositing, an independent studies project with computer
guru Darrell Moore, and an independent studies project with Polish

multi-media artist Miroslaw Rogala.

Macintosh is currently my primary platform. The applications I am
using the most are: Photoshop, Premier, Director, Illustrator, Sound
Edit 16, Strata Studio Pro, Painter, Pagemaker, Word, and Netscape.



-Section D-
Prior Learning in Depth

(continued)

Computer multi-media skills that I've developed include:

-Video editing and compositing
-2D animation design
-3D animation design
-Desktop publishing
-CD ROM design and programming
-Audio editing, sequencing and processing
-Cross-platform management
-Navigating and designing for the Internet

Each of these broad skills could be the foundation of a career. It is
my intention to continue to expand upon my skills in each of these
areas as evenly as possible.

These four categories of experience: Song Writing and Music
Arrangement, Studio Engineering, Music Production, and Computer
Multi-media have all contributed to the skills comprising my Depth
area, Technology and the Arts.



-Section E-
Prior Learning in Breadth and Effective Communication

There have been a number of important experiences in my life that
have led to knowledge and skills in the Breadth areas of a Liberal
Arts education. I have included a number of experiences related to
my Depth area that have also provided knowledge and skills in the
Breadth areas.

CISPES

From October 1987 to March 1990, I worked for CISPES, the
Committee in Solidarity With the People of El Salvador. CISPES
opposed American intervention in the civil war in El Salvador. I
worked as a telephone fund-raiser, calling old CISPES contributors
and contributor lists from sympathetic activist groups. I would give
updates on developments in El Salvador, and CISPES' actions in
response to them. Most of the people we contacted were well­
educated and for the most part abreast of things, so a solid
understanding of the issues was important. It also required an
insight into people's perspectives and ways of thinking when trying
to convince prospective contributors that CISPES' cause was more
crucial than the next worthy one.

A technique I found useful when I was at CISPES was to read the
information in the scripts and briefings, then essentially discard
them once I had digested the information and was able to
communicate it in a way that was natural for me. This was beneficial
in developing analytical skills. Working at CISPES also helped me
develop telephone communication skills.

My efforts at CISPES gave me experience in the Behavioral and Social
Sciences of political science and psychology. In the area of the
Humanities, my exposure to activist philosophies was beneficial.



-Section E-
Prior Learning in Breadth and Effective Communication

(continued)

SET Environmental, Inc.

From June 1990 to January 1993 I worked for SET Environmental
estimating chemical waste disposal projects. SET is a full-service
environmental firm handling all aspects of environmental
management including: chemical waste treatment, soil remediation,
transportation, industrial cleaning, and lab-waste packing. My
primary responsibility was to maintain the chemical database,
keeping it in compliance with regulatory changes, adding new
chemical listings, and presenting a "paper-packing" estimate based
on the information presented to me and entered into the computer.
Inventories would be logged in the database, chemical packing
requirements would be evaluated, all aspects of the project would be
assessed, then the client would be presented with his options and
cost estimates.

My work at SEf preparing project estimates sharpened my
communication and organizational skills. I learned about database
management and began developing programming skills. I learned a
great deal about chemistry and environmental issues and
regulations. It also helped me develop general business skills.

SET Environmental gave me substantial exposure to and involvement
in the Natural Science areas of chemistry, earth science, and
information/computer science. It also gave me experience in the
Behavioral Science areas of anthropology and environmental studies.



-Section E-
Prior Learning In Breadth and Effective Communication

(continued)

Music Production

Though music production is considered part of my Depth area, it has
also contributed to my knowledge and skills in the Breadth area as
well .

In the course of the music production projects I've involved myself
with, I have worked with quite a few foreign artists, smoothing out
song translations and writing new material for them. I have
reworked direct English translations of Stan Borys' songs and poetry,
making them flow within the meter requirements of a musical piece.
Stan allowed me to take certain liberties so long as the aesthetics of
the language were pleasing and the overall poetic content remained
intact.

Most of the foreign artists I've worked with speak English as a
second language. Inevitably, an accent will be detectable to the ears
of someone whose native language is English. Often the artist prefers
to keep the accent to a minimum so as not to distract from other
elements in the music. I have worked with a number of foreign
artists smoothing out accents by phonetically breaking down the
lyrics, isolating troublesome sections, and re-shaping pronunciations.

I have written a large body of work for Ghanaian born BB Bugaloo,
including the song "Love Dangerously" which won the Audience
Award at the 1994 Sopot Music Festival in Poland. The material was
written with the knowledge that BB's earliest influences were
American soul artists like Otis Redding, Sam Cooke, and James Brown.
In the lyrics. I tried to provide BB with phrasings and emotional
angles that reflected his early musical influences, and would therefor
be natural and comfortable for him to perform. This process forced



-Sectlon E-
Prior Learning In Breadth and Effective Communication

(con tin ued)

me to examine lyrical content in ways that I might not have had I
not been specifically writing the material for him.

My background in music production has helped me develop writing
and language skills.

It has given me significant experience m the Humanities areas of
English and linguistics.

Galaxy Group Consultant Work

I've done consultant work for the Polish company Galaxy Group that
has given me experience related to the Fine Arts .

In June of 1991 during the Opole Festival in Poland, I became aware
of Polish poster art. The history of Polish poster art begins shortly
after the turn of the century, with its most dynamic era of evolution
occurring after the second world war. Artists like Stasys

Eidragievicius and Franiciczek Starowieski were employed to create
posters advertising various events like concerts, films, theater, etc .
The images often are bizarre and shocking. In Opole, people found it
strange when I asked where I could buy the advertising. I worked
with Galaxy Group through 1992 exploring various ways of
introducing Polish poster art to the American public.

Also in 1992, Galaxy Group was approached by Polskie Nagrania,
Poland's major record label, and asked to locate western partners to
license and distribute their library of modern classical music titles.
This exposed me to the work of Polish composers like Witold
Lutoslawski and Krzysztof Penderecki. Many people consider the
Polish composers to be the pinnacle of modern classical,
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-Section E-
Prior Learning In Breadth and Effective Communication

(continued )

They are often found very harsh sounding to American audiences.
We were able to connect Polskie Nagrania with Sony Classical, as well
as numerous other major players in the classical music industry.

Working with Galaxy Group has given me a wonderful insight into
the Fine Arts areas of Polish art and music. It also has benefited me
in the Interdisciplinary and Professional discipline of
international/inter-cultural studies.

Columbia College Academic Computing Tutoring

I have worked as a lab aid in Academic Computing tutoring students
on computer graphics and animation applications. I've discovered
that it's something that comes naturally for me, probably because of
my experience working with musicians in the studio environment.
My role is. in a sense. to draw a performance from the person. The
flow of communication must be nurtured in what can be a pressure
situation. Guidance and direction must be put forward in a manner
that does not intimidate or cause the person to lock up mentally. It is
very rewarding for me to be able to lead others in the discovery
process of new skills and methods of expression.

Tutoring has been beneficial in further developing my people skills.

It has given me knowledge and skills related to the Interdisciplinary
and Professional studies area of human services.



-Section E Summary-
Prior Learning in Breadth and Effective Communication

NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS

Chemistry:
Earth Science:
Inf./Computer Science:

SET Env ironmental
SET Environmental
SET Environmental

BEHAVIORALAND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Political Science:
Psychology :
Anthropology :
Environmental Studies:

HUMANITIES

Philosophy:
Linguistics:
English:

FINE ARTS

Art:
Music:

CISPES

CISPES
SET Environmental
SET Environmental

CISPES

Music Production
Music Production

Galaxy Group
Galaxy Group

INTERDISCIPLINARY AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

International/Intercul tural Studies :
Human Services:

Galaxy Group
Tutoring

These are a number of key experiences In my life that have given me
knowledge and skills in all the Breadth areas of a traditional Liberal
Arts education.



-Section Fa
Proposed Learning in Depth, Breadth, and the Ability to

Communicate

The new Depth, Breadth, and Effective Communication knowledge
and skills that I wish to acquire are primarily in four categories:
creation of intellectual property; advanced electronic communication;
professional relationships; and Polish life, history, and culture.

Creation of Intellectual Property

I want to create intellectual property (music, CD ROM releases, music
videos) that will be available commercially and will generate
royalties from sales and/or publishing.

MUSIC RECORDINGS-
I want to produce music recordings for Polish bands. Modern Sound
Studio in the Gdansk area has expressed an interest in establishing a
professional relationship, having me doing pre-production and
production work with their artists. I'm relocating my music
equipment and studio to Poland. I would assist the artists in pre­
production, making my studio facilities available for them to use
while working out ideas. I would record their rehearsals, allowing
them to scrutinize performances. My multi-track tape deck and
computer sequencers will allow them to work out arrangements. I'd
assist in all preparations leading up to and through the Modern
Sound Studio sessions, where the final project will be recorded and
mixed. I will have succeeded in my efforts if during my stay in
Poland I have produced a commercially available music release that
is generating royalties from sales and/or publishing.

CD ROM-
I want to produce a commercially available CD ROM that highlights
an area of Polish culture and is educational in nature. Anna Debecki



-Section F·
Proposed Learning in Depth, Breadth, and the Ability to

Communicate
(continued)

from the Eastwick Gallery in Old Town represents a number of
prominent Polish graphic artists. She has offered to help me explore
the possibility of establishing professional relationships with one or
more artists in order to create a CD ROM documenting their work. I
would meet with the artists and show them what can be done with

multi-media if they are unfamiliar with it. I would design a multi­
media presentation that highlights the work of the artist and
presents it from an angle that is determined by the artist. I would

provide the technical skills needed to produce the complete CD ROM
package. I will have succeeded in my effort if during my stay in
Poland I have created a CD ROM that highlights the work of a Polish

graphic artist, has educational value. and is commercially available,
generating royalties from sales and/or publishing.

MUSIC VIDEO-
I want to create music video. I will use my Macintosh and Amiga
computers to compose the music and composite the video. I want to

use these projects to continue developing my music and animation
skills. I will use Columbia College as a resource in the development of
this project. I want elements of Polish art to be represented in the
style of this project. Not by using scanned images or music samples,

but by having the style reflect an awareness and understanding of

influences like Polish graphic artist Franiciczek Starowieski or
composer Witold Lutoslawski. I will have succeeded in my efforts if

during my stay in Poland I have created a music video that reflects

Polish influences, has contributed to the development of my technical
skills, and has been broadcast or posted on the Internet. The music
video would be part of a larger project that will be generating
royalties from sales and/or publishing.
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Advanced Electronic Communication

I want to further develop my electronic communication skins,
specifically those related to Internet and CD ROM programming, to
show effective communication through the use of these mediums.

DARRELL MOORECOURSE-
In Poland, I'll be taking a course Columbia College offers over the
Internet, "Defining a Digital Culture: Computer and the Arts Seminar",
taught by Darrell Moore. Darrell is the computer arts ace in Columbia
College's Academic Computing department. Openings in his classes
are prized. Darrell Moore has been my instructor since I entered
Columbia in September of 1993. Darrell has been instrumental in
helping me configure my computer environments. He will be the
community advisor in my UWW program. I will have achieved
satisfactory results by earning no less than an "A" grade in his
course.

NASKREPORT-
I want to have a comprehensive knowledge of NASK, the backbone of
Polish Internet. NASK was financed by the Polish government to link
Poland's major academic institutions by fiber optics. I want to:
understand the plans for future development of NASK; learn about
NASK's relationship with commercial telecommunication groups;
understand the plan regarding telecommunication links for the
general population; have a clear picture of who the players are on
the Polish Internet scene; know about rate structures in Poland vs .
rate structures in the US; know what the plans are regarding fiber
optics or other high-bandwidth delivery. I want to have an overall
understanding of NASK and Polish Internet. I will achieve this by
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researching and writing a comprehensive report on NASK during my
stay in Poland, documenting its history and commenting on what the
future seems to have in store for Internet in Poland.

INTERNET AND POLISH CULTURE-

I want to create a series of World Wide Web pages for significant
Polish cultural institutions. Web pages are like brochures posted on
the- Internet. They can incorporate elements of video. audio, still
images, text, and database access. They can be linked to other Web
pages through the use of highlighted "hypertext." (For example, my
home page on the Web might say "Eric studies at Columbia College in
Chicago" with Columbia College highlighted in blue. When I click on
the b'ue text. I go to Columbia College's home page on the Web,
which has its own hypertext links.) I want to promote Polish cultural
institutions by designing Web page layouts that make efficient use of
system resources and communicate effectively. I will have succeeded
in my efforts if, during my stay in Poland, I have designed Web
pages that are efficient, informative, pleasing aesthetically and
engage the viewer promptly. They must also communicate the
institution's essence to their satisfaction.

EDUCATIONALCD RaM-
I want to create a CD ROM that is educational and informative,
featuring an aspect of Polish culture, such as the work of a prominent
graphic artist like Jan Lenica or Stasys Eidragievicius, I want the
interface to be as intuitive as possible. It should have clearly defined
borders of content. One should know early on what the program is
about, understand what it's composed of, and what areas are to be
examined in order to have a thorough understanding of the
information on the CD ROM. One shouldn't have to spend an hour
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trying to figure out where a CD ROM is coming from. The purpose of
the CD ROM should be clear. The theme of the main menu options
should be coherent. Navigation should be intuitive. Depth of data
should be sufficient so as to make the CD ROM a viable, valued
resource. I will have succeeded in my efforts if, during my stay in
Poland, I develop an informative CD ROM that communicates
effectively, clearly and concisely and has educational value regarding
an aspect of Polish culture.

Professional Relationships

I want to develop professional relationships that will contribute to
my education and career. I want to nurture current relationships
while exploring new ones. I have a good base of associates, contacts,
and friends who are wining to help me get started in Poland. It is
crucial that I demonstrate through my work that their faith in me is
justified. If my work is good, they will continue to recommend me to
others. I must work to confirm their confidence in me, then proceed
to explore referrals and recommendations. I will fulfill commitments
to the utmost of my abilities. I will demonstrate reliability, focus, and
mastery in the areas I commit to. It has been my experience that
once I have instilled confidence in those 1 work for, good referrals

and recommendations follow.

I will be focusing on developing professional relationships with a
number of people and organizations including:

GALAXY GROUP,LID.-
Galaxy is Arthur Winiarski's company located in Gdansk, Poland.
Arthur and I met in June of 1991 at the Opole Music Festival. His
company is a consultant firm working with various American
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companies wishing to become established in Poland. Arthur has
many contacts in Poland's entertainment as well as business worlds.
Arthur Winiarski is my main contact in Poland. It is his company
that is relocating me and my studio to Poland.

MODERN SOUND STUDIO-
Modern Sound is a combination studio. talent agency. and record
company. located in Gdynia, Poland. My involvement with them will
be to provide pre-production and production services to their artists
as they go through the process of recording their music. Modern
Sound is the major studio in the Gdansk area.

EASTWICK GALLERY-
Anna Debecki of the Eastwick Gallery in Chicago is my contact to the
prominent Polish graphic artists Jan Lenica, Jan Tomaszewski and
Stasys Eidragievicius. Through Anna's introduction I hope to
establish professional relationships with them. documenting their
work using multi-media and the internet.

ZAIKS-

ZAIKS. the Society of Authors and Composers. is the Polish equivalent
to BMI or ASCAP. I want to develop an active, involved relationship
with ZAIKS. I intend to introduce my own "intellectual property" into
Poland. and I need an organization like ZAIKS to monitor publishing
issues related to royalty tracking and collection. BMI and ZAIKS
have an established co-operative relationship. I currently have
material registered with BMI that has been getting exposure in
Poland, but I want to use a Polish organization for future registration
of material to be released in Poland.
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POLSKIE NAGRANIA/MUZA-
Polskie Nagrania is Poland's major record label, based in Warsaw. In
1992 I did consultant work for PN through Galaxy Group. I would be
interested in producing music recordings for Polskie Nagrania.

BMG INTERNATIONAL-
BMG International is the part of BMG that operates in Poland. BMG is
a major record label that is established worldwide. I am interested in
producing music recordings for BMG International.

'I

RADIO~TI-
Radio Arnett is located in Gdansk, Poland. They are among the largest
stations in the tri-city area. Their programming is focused towards
younger, alternative tastes. They have a very open approach to their
programming and seem to be very appreciative of American

college/alternative music. I am interested in promoting music
projects that I'm involved with through airplay on Radio Arnett.

ZICZACK-
Zic Zack is a record label/booking agency that handles many Polish
alternative art ists and acts. They are an active presence on the Polish
rock scene. Some of Poland's hottest new bands are with Zic Zack. I

would be interested in producing bands that are on the Zic Zack
roster.

MARLBOROUGHMUSIC-
Marlborough is a booking agency that handles many high profile
Polish music events like the Jarocin Festival. Jarocin is a wild,
alternative music festival. It has a reputation for being a rowdy
festival. I would be interested in producing bands affiliated with

Marlborough events.
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I will have succeeded in my efforts if, during my stay in Poland, I
establish mutually beneficial professional relationships that are
ongoing, and lead to referrals and recommendations that also
contribute to my education and career.

Polish Life. History and Culture

POLISH LANGUAGE STUDIES-
I want to develop basic Polish language skills in an informal, but
methodical fashion. I will keep a Polish language journal that
references spelling, phonetic spelling and the meaning of common
words and phrases. A friend of mine from the 1994 Sopot Festival,
Joanna Zimna, has agreed to help me on an ongoing basis with my
Polish. She will be my primary Polish language resource. Joanna
speaks Polish as her native language, and has excellent English
language skills as well. I will have succeeded in my efforts if, by the
end of my stay in Poland I can demonstrate use of many practical,
common Polish words and phrases, and have a general
understanding of likely responses. I will document my progress in a
Polish language journal.

DRIVING TOUROF POLAND-
I want to experience Polish life, history and culture first-hand by
taking a driving tour of Poland, visiting important historical and
cultural sites, and other points of interest. I would see all the major
Polish cities like Gdansk, Krakow, Warsaw, and Poznan. Important
historical Iocatlons like Auschwitz or the Warsaw ghetto uprising site
would be included, as would cultural events like music and art
festivals. I would want to experience ancient castles, buildings and
ruins. I would want to visit locations of ecological damage and
pollution to witness the scope of their environmental problem. I
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would also want to see areas of natural beauty. My travel companion
will be Joanna Zimna, who will help me plan the driving tour. I will
accomplish this by preparing a comprehensive tour itinerary,
traveling to important areas, and documenting my experiences with
a travel journal, photographs and videotape.

POLISH CULTURE-
I want to have exposure to a wide range of the Polish fine arts,
including: literature, art, music, theater and film. Unfortunately,
language will prevent me from being able to fully appreciate certain
events like theater or literature. In some case, it would be less of a
factor, for example, in music and the visual arts. In other cases, there
may be English translations, as in films with sub-titles, or translated
literature. Nonetheless, I want to expose myself to it all. I will rely on
my Polish friends in the arts, or knowledgeable about Polish arts, to
make recommendations on a range of cultural activities that will give
me exposure to all aspects of the Polish fine arts. I will have
succeeded in my efforts if during my stay in Poland I have
experienced a broad scope of cultural events. and documented these
experiences in a Polish fine arts journal.

POLAND'S ECOLOGICAL PROBLEM-
I want to learn about the state of Poland's environment. I will speak
with people for anecdotal input, in addition to using academic and
scientific resources. I will explore the impact the second world war
had on the ecology there. I will examine further damage through the
communist era. I also want to understand the impact of the
Chemobyl disaster on Poland, and the state of Poland's nuclear
plants. I will examine how Poland balances environmental
preservation with the realities of industry and the economy. I want
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to find out how Poland debates, then writes and enforces legislation

protecting the environment. I will learn about the Polish
environmental plan for the future. I will use library resources,
government data, anecdotal information and other sources to learn
about these topics. I will have achieved these goals if during my stay
in Poland I have written a report on these issues.

POLISH POLITICS-
I want to have an understanding of current Polish politics. I want to
know about the political parties, what they represent, and who their
constituents are. I want to know how the Polish political parties use
the media. What role does the Church play in Polish today's politics?
I want to examine the era of transition from communism to
democracy. I want to look at the contribution Walesa has made. I will
seek out English language resources documenting this era of Poland's
political history. There is a substantial amount of information
documenting this era of Polish history on the Internet in academic
archives and databases. I will gather anecdotal information from
people who were involved politically during the post-communist era.
I will have achieved my goal by writing a report during my stay in
Poland about politics in post-communist Poland. In it, I will
demonstrate an understanding of who the participants are today and
in what direction the political winds are blowing.

POLISH mSTORY-
I want to have a fundamental understanding of Polish history. I will
have reading materials recommended to me by faculty at the
University of Gdansk history department. I will visit museums and
historical sites on my driving tour of Poland. I'll speak with people

who lived through and participated in significant historical events in
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Polish history. I want to experience cultural events that reflect upon
Polish history. I will have achieved my goal by writing a report
during my stay in Poland that shows knowledge of key events in
Polish history .

POLAND AND ISSUES OF RACE AND PREJUDICE-

Every culture has its own breed of racial/religious prejudice. I want
to examine how prejudice manifests itself in Polish life. I want to
explore its historical origins, and look at forms of it today. I want
to learn how Poland's constitution addresses issues of fairness and
equality. I will gather anecdotal information from a wide range of
Polish people, keeping a journal. I will speak to people in different
regions of Poland during my driving tour. I will contact academic
resources to learn about equality issues and the Polish constitution. I
will achieve my goal by writing a report on Poland and issues of race
and prejudice and documenting observations and thoughts in a
journal during my stay in Poland.

COMMUNIST LEGACY: POLAND'S DAMAGED PSYCHE-

I want to understand the effect communism has had on the Polish
psyche. I want to understand why people say it will take a
generation to recover from communism. I will speak with people on

the subject from a range of backgrounds . I'll talk to people who are
adapting well to change, and people who are struggling. I will speak
with people in all age groups and from many different regions of the
country during my driving tour. I will achieve my goal by writing a
report on my observations and conversations during my stay in
Poland.
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College Algebra

I want to receive credit for College Algebra by taking courses offered
by the Electronic University Network. EUN offers CLEP accredited
college algebra courses through the Internet. Textbooks and reading
materials as well as videotapes are used in the program. Student and
instructor communicate through the Internet. I will achieve my goals
by passing the EUN College Algebra course and CLEP examination
with a "C" grade or better during my stay in Poland.

English Competence

I will take and pass the English Competence exam in the first term of
the UWW program.

Illinois and US Constitution

I will take and pas.s the Illinois and US Constitution exam.

Computer Literacy

Computer multi-media is my Depth area. I have had much
experience with word processors and databases, which I will
demonstrate. I will also take the minicourse/workshop offered at the
Northeastern Illinois library to fulfill the computer literacy

requirements.

4.1.... _ Y T"("'I"7'("1: 7 __ ~ _
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Improving Human Relations
In the US there are negative stereotypes associated with Polish
culture. I want to work with an NIU faculty member designing a plan
that will illuminate Polish culture as part of my UWW learning
contract., I believe that many of these stereotypes can be overcome
with . a better understanding of Polish life, culture and history. I have
been an advocate for Polish culture since my initial exposure to
Polish artists in the mid-eighties. I am very interested in sharing my
Polish cultural discoveries with the world, using the Internet, CD
ROM, and personal interactions.
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Human Resources

DARRELLMOORE
Darrell Moore will be my community advisor. Darrell is a computer
arts instructor at Columbia College. He is the editorial director for
Swell Media and an associate producer at Outerpretation, Inc. He
attended Brown University, lIT, and the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago. Darrell has been my instructor in various classes at Columbia
since September of 1993. I will be taking Darrell's Computer Arts
Seminar offered by Columbia College through the Internet.

ARTHUR WINIARSKI
Arthur Winiarski is the president of Galaxy Group, Ltd. in Gdansk,
Poland. Galaxy Group is a consultant group that advises companies
interested in developing markets in Poland. He attended the
University of Warsaw studying business management. Arthur has
worked for a number of Poland's top entertainers, and has high level
contacts in the Polish music industry. His company will relocate me
and represent me in Poland.

JOANNA ZIMNA
Joanna Zimna is a friend from the Sopot Music Festival. She has
worked there as an organizer since 1992 and has numerous contacts
in the Polish music industry. She attended the University of Gdansk
studying business management and currently works as a real estate
consultant. Asia will help me with professional contacts in Poland's
music industry.

STANBORYS
Stan Borys was a major Polish rock star from the 60's and 70's up
until his departure to America in the mid-seventies. He returned to
Poland with his appearance at the Opole Music Festival in June of
1991. Stan has friends and associates throughout the Polish
entertainment industry. He currently lives in Chicago, but frequently
returns to Poland for appearances and business matters. Stan and I
have been collaborating on projects since 1984. Stan will help me
with professional contacts.

WROSLAW ROGALA
Miroslaw Rogala is a video/multi-media artist and a multi-media
instructor at Columbia College. He studied at the Academy of Fine
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Arts in Krakow, and at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
Being from Poland, Mirek will help me with suggestions about Polish
culture and contacts with people involved with computer multi­
media in Poland.

ANNA DEBECKI
Anna Debecki is the owner of the Eastwick Gallery in Chicago.
Eastwick represents a number Poland's top visual artists. She is
interested in exploring the possibility of documenting the work of
her artists using multi-media and CD ROM. She is also interested in
establishing her gallery on the Internet. Being from Poland, Anna has
numerous friends and associates involved in the Polish fine arts.

nora LYZKIEWICZ
Piotr Lyzkiewicz is the owner of Modem Sound Studio in Gdynia,
Poland. Modern Sound is the major recording studio in the tri-city
area around Gdansk. It is also a talent agency representing some of
Poland's top artists. Modern Sound is interested in having me work
in the studio with their artists.

BBBUGALOO
BB Bugaloo was a major star in Africa and Europe in the 70's. He
lived in France before moving to the US in the early 80's. BB's
performance at the Sopot Music Festival won the Audience Award
and made him a celebrity in Poland. BB and I are currently working
on another project that will be released in Poland.

. .. - .. "t .'1' •



COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO 600 South MichiganAvenue • Chicag o, lIlinois60605 · 312663-1600

Office of Academic Dean

May 9, 1995

Dr. Jeanine Liska
Director UWW
N ortheastern illinois University
5500 N. St. Louis
Chicago IL 60625

Dear Dr. Liska:

I have had the pleasure to read the initial drafts of the application of Mr. Eric Schuurman as h e
has prepared his materials for application to your undergraduate program in the University
Without Walls. I believe that he has crafted an excellent program whose breadth and depth reflect
an ideal in undergraduate education.

It was at my suggestion that Mr. Schuurman initially approached your institution to pursue a
program which, when he explained it to me, appeared to be a seamless fit with the opportunities
offered by your external degree program I have every confidence that Mr. Scbuurman will
successfully accomplish his educational goals and will earn his bachelor's degree with distinction
atUWW.

:Ii look forward to hearing from time to time from Mr. Schuurman while he is in Poland developing
his knowledge ofPolish history and culture; and to the pleasure of seeing him graduate from
Northeastern illinois University's University Without Walls . Ifthere is additional information I
can provide in support ofhis application, please do not hesitate to call on me.

Sincerely yours,

~G~_I
Steven G. Russell- Thomas
Associate Academic Dean
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Sopot, 5 May, 1995'

[4] 002

'To whom it may concern

Irnet Eric Schuurman at 31stSOPOT FESTIVAL'1994.
Eric performedwith BB Bugaloo, and I worked as an
Of2:anlZer...... '

'Having been.involved in themanagement of the SOPOT
Fk'STIVAL since 1992, l liave met a number ofpeople active in
,Poland's music industry.

When Eric moves to PolandI have agreedto help with
professionalintroductions.
I am willing to help him locate an apartment or house rentaL
I shall also assist him with some basic Polish language skills,
and 'suggestions about cultural events.

oannaZirnna

n :-iV1TJO nppn lnvnlVP(J In HI~ IH"'£/}i~-n"'mf"nTn l rrlf-O ." '1" I -'
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Park Tower #5 004
541 5 North Sheridan Road
Chicago, Illinoi s 60640
© (3 1 2) 275-8517

May 3, 1995.

To whom it may concern ,

Eric Schuurman tlas benn a friend of mine since 1984. He has
done promotional work for me , as we l l as s tudio production.
Eric and I have. collaborated on material t h a t ha s been r eleased
in t h e US and Poland. Er ic accompanied me t o Op o l e and Sopot
Festival in June of 1991 to document t h e t our. Eric wi ll be
working with me, a ll owing me to e x p l o r e t h e I n t e r n e t a s a means
of acces to a new audience. I will help h im wi th c ul t ur al
suggestions and contacts.

Stan Borys.

/
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May 2, 1995

To whom it may concern:

Eric Schuurman has been a student in my CD ROM Workshop during
1994-1995 as wen as in an independent studies project. I have helped Eric
in the past with contacts and referrals, as well .)S suggesting cultural
experiences and activities relevant to his Polish in terests,
and will continue to as he hegins his work and study in Poland .

During the yenr of working with him in my classes he has shown great
growth in Multimedia Disciplines as ",..-ell as personal growth as an artist.
Eric is able to excite and motivate colleagues, be supportive,
and generate creativity.

~r~£i
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-Section F Summary--

Proposed Learning in Depth, Breadth, and the Ability to
Comm-unicate

In summary. I am seeking a Bachelor of the Arts degree through a

program comparable to a major in Polish Arts and Communications,

that will give me a broad-based understanding of Polish culture with

a specific focus on contemporary music and graphic arts.

Proposed activities for learning in Depth area:

--
-Computer and the Arts Seminar (Darrell Moore course)

-Music production projects

-Computer designed music videos

-Report on NASK

-Internet Web pages for Polish cultural institutions

-Educational CD ROM
-Development of professional relationships

Proposed activities for learning in Breadth area:

-Polish language studies

-Polish cultural events
-Polish environmental studies

-Polish history studies

-Polish politics and government studies

-Poland and. the study of race/prejudice issues

-Poland's damaged psyche: a report on the legacy of
communism

-Driving tour of Poland

-Irnproving human relations: understanding Poland's rich

culture



-Section F Summary-
Proposed Learning in Depth, Breadth, and the Ability to

Communicate
(continued)

Proposed activities for effective communication:

-Computer and the Arts Seminar (Darrell Moore course)
-Educational CD ROM
-Internet _Web pages for Polish cultural institutions

Additional requirements:

-Computer literacy workshop
-Illinois and US constitution exam
-English competency exam
-EUN college algebra courses




